ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Natural licks are among the most impor tant mineral sources for herbivores, which have difficulty ingesting a sufficient quantity of some essential minerals through food, especially in inland terrestrial ecosystems, in which plants contain insufficient minerals, particularly sodium (Denton, ) . 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study was conducted in the Deramakot Forest
Reser ve ( ha; ˚ , N, ˚ , E) (Fig. ) We counted the number of adult-visitation events.
Our study showed that most animals stayed at natural licks for a few minutes and that only Asian elephants stayed more than minutes. Therefore, when two or more photographs of the same species were obtained within minutes, only one was counted as an event visitation. When two or more individuals were photographed in one frame, only one was counted.
However, to examine the dif ferences between sexes in both seasons, each individual was counted when an adult male and an adult female were photographed in one frame. Even if the antlers had dropped, males were distinguished by the pedicle.
Differences in the utilisation of natural licks by the same sex in different seasons and by different sexes in the same seasons and those in the activity level in the light and dark periods were tested by the G test.
RESULTS

Seasonal frequency of visitation to natural licks
A total of photographs of wildlife were obtained. Fig. ) . These results showed that the visitation frequency of both sexes of sambar deer, but particularly that of the female, was higher in the wet season than in the dry season.
Daily frequency of visitation to natural licks
The frequency of visitation was significantly higher in the dark period than in the light period (dark, %; light, %; p < . ) (Fig. ) . The visitation patterns of both sexes were similar. There were two distinct peaks of activity in the dark period. The primary peak was sharp from h to h, while the second peak was broad from h to h. Therefore, natural licks should be considered a high priority in wildlife conservation in the forest. Matsubayashi, H., Lagan, P., Majalap, N., Tangah 
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